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The American Wood 
and Furniture Show 
held in August showcased 
new tools and saw 
blades, and more robotic 
CNC systems that 
help cabinetmakers. 
Innovations were 
displayed, but most 
exhibits offered a chance 
to see what was introduced 
in prior years, from 
automatic saw grinders, 
loaders, and what they call 
“lights out” sharpening, 
CNC machines that are programmed during the day 
and work at night. See this issue’s photos for a glimpse 
at what attendees saw on the show floor. Also check out 
the ISKA Facebook Page and Instagram posts for more 
news flashes and photos from your fellow members!
The state of the industry buzz is that home building 
and remodeling continues to drive lumber sales, with 
more customer shops so busy they can’t stop to sharpen 
blades so the throw away trend continues. Cabinet 

shops love experimenting with custom tooling. Some 
sharpening machines are being sold directly to the 
woodworkers, according to Vollmer.
Upon return from the convention, there always is the 
daunting task of catching up on the workload, but by 
the time this reaches you, we hope you are feeling in 
control and still enjoying robust demand for sharpening 
services or tool and blade sales. We’ll let photos tell the 
story from here. See the photo gallery on page 6
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  The Prez Says...
FALL 2021

When I think of the greats I think of Wayne Gretzsky, Michael Jordan, 
Michael Schumacher, and Eric Barr. Eric is a friend to all, a real 
ambassador for ISKA.  He is always there for a quick phone call to help 
to solve problems or just chat about what’s going on in the industry. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank him for all that he has done, 
not only over the past 4 years as president but his 10+ years as a member.  
But I don’t want to stop there. He will be the first person to admit that 
it is a team effort. Dawn is always by his side and their mutual support is 
something very special. Thank you Dawn for everything you have done to 
help make ISKA what it is today. 
It is an exciting time. We are seeing a transition in our industry as younger members 
are becoming more involved both in their companies and with ISKA. This is the first time in 
over 6 years that we have had multiple board position changes. I am looking forward to the new ideas that they 
bring with them!
Thanks,
Dan Zickel, W.D. Quinn Saw Co. 
ISKA Board President

ERIC’S FINAL PREZ SAYS

Ever since joining ISKA I have said the biggest benefit is the networking 
from ISKA events. Judging from the turnout at the reception in Las Vegas, 
this is true. ISKA events are always well attended and a fun time. Las 
Vegas 2021 was epic! It proves that ISKA survived, and we are ready to 
see our friends, colleagues, and competitors in person. We have missed 
each other! The Zoom meetings were an attempted alternative. We even 
gained a board member from those meetings. But there is nothing like 
everybody getting together in person. We are a big, happy family!
There was some business conducted in Las Vegas. We have new board 
members. We have some new and some familiar faces. There were great 
ideas discussed and everyone is excited to get back to our routine. The past 
year was a true challenge. I appreciate all that our board did to keep things 
together in an unprecedented time. It has been an honor to serve ISKA as President 
the last 4 years. Dan Zickel will be taking the reins from here. Dan has been involved in 
ISKA for quite some time. He learned from the best, Bill Zickel, his dad. Dan has done an excellent 
job planning our events the past several years as the Education Chair. He will be a great leader with great ideas. 
The next season of ISKA will be exciting. I will still be around serving as a Co-Membership Chair with Tim Rief. 
I have officially reached the senior club with Tim, Jim Ziemer, Bill Zickel and Mike Lindsay. The Oldie Goldie’s! 
These are the gentlemen that taught me about ISKA and invited me in. Now they are not only business associates 
but friends. Again, another one of the big benefits of ISKA. 
I would like to thank all of our board members that have contributed their hard work and effort to this great 
organization. ISKA is what it is because of our great members! We have exciting things coming up! If you haven’t 
joined ISKA, what are you waiting for? Take the plunge! I don’t think you will regret it. It’s one of he the greatest 
things I have done in my business. I look forward to seeing you at our next ISKA event.
Thank you for allowing me to serve!
Eric Barr, President, Expert Die Inc. Dalton, GA
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GUHDO USA Inc, dba GDP Tooling, joined ISKA in 
Summer 2021 as an Associate Member. This cutting tool 
importer/manufacturer, while new to ISKA, has been 
serving US Industries over for 35 years.

In 1986 the company, GUHDO USA Inc. was founded 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan as a partnership between the 
principals of GUHDO Werk GmbH of Wermelskirchen, 
Germany and Karin Deutschler, who is GDP Tooling’s 
CEO today. In the ensuing decades, the company has 
built a stellar reputation for high quality, reasonably 
priced tooling solutions.  

In 1997, the company headquarters was moved from 
Michigan to the metropolitan Atlanta area. This relocation 
coincided with the acquisition of a new building and the 
establishment of a Polycrystalline Diamond, (PCD), 
service/repair facility and a production facility for carbide 
insert tooling. In 2005, GUHDO Germany’s principal 
sold its stake in the US company to Deutschler. The same 
year, GUHDO in Germany was acquired by DIMAR 
Cutting Tools, (Israel) following the German company’s 
reorganization. GDP Tooling retains the North American 
exclusive licensing rights of the GUHDO brand and 
continues to import high-quality precision industrial 
saw blades manufactured at the GUHDO factory in 
Wermelskirchen, Germany. 

In 2015, the company re-branded to GDP Tooling to 
better reflect its product offerings, of which the GUHDO 
saw blades only represent a small fraction. In cooperation 
with strategic European manufacturing partners, 
including GUHDO GmbH, the company primarily 
serves the wood, composite and plastics industries. GDP 
Tooling also supplies specialty cutting tools to some niche 
industries, such as PTFE skiving, paper mills and printed 
circuit board industries. Their extensive precision cutting 

tool program includes tooling for, but not limited to, 
planers, molders, panel saws, tenoners, boring machines, 
routers, CNC machining centers, and edge banders. To 
learn more about our new member, visit their website at  
gdptooling.com, and our back page for 
contact information.

Member Spotlight – GUHDO USA Inc.
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Readers will recognize our new ISKA President and Past President in their respective columns.  
Here is a chance to get to know the rest of the ISKA Board.

Meet Our Board Members for 2021-2022

Tim Rief, ISKA  
Co-Chair, Membership/
Roster Book 
Tim is President since 
2004 of Tim Rief and 
Associates, Inc. in 
Irvine, Ca, the same 
year his company joined 
ISKA as an Associate 
Member. Tim has served 
on the Board since 
2008 as President and 
Membership Chair. He’s 

been in the saw and tool industry since 1982. “I joined 
ISKA because I enjoy networking with like professionals, 
and I personally love all the people!” Tim volunteered 
on the ISKA Board with a vision of modernizing the 
organization for a younger generation.

Dave Rakauskas,  
ISKA Treasurer 
Dave is Vice President at 
Colonial Saw, Kingston, 
MA, for the past 21 years 
of his 25 years there. 
Colonial Saw has been 
a member of ISKA since 
1986. Dave got involved 
in this association to 
network and support 
the American saw and 

knife industry. “I like that ISKA comprises down-to-earth 
people doing honest work to improve the industry.” Dave 
has contacts with a lot of shops around the country. “I 
think I can help grow the association, and I also want to 
give back to this group by sharing my knowledge of finance 
and accounting,” he said. Dave started his career as a CPA 
at Deloitte and has been involved in several Boards of 
Directors, most recently as Chair of WMIA, which owns 
and runs the IWF convention in Atlanta. On the personal 
side, Dave spends time with his children coaching and 
supporting their sports endeavors. He still enjoys playing 
hockey weekly!

Dan Zickel,  
ISKA President 
Dan is Vice President 
and 5th generation at 
W.D. Quinn Saw Co 
in St. Louis, MO. The 
company was started by 
his great-great grandfather 
in 1903.  Quinn Saw 
has been a member of 
ISKA since 1995.  Dan 
started working summers 
in early 2000’s and has 
been a full time part of 

the team since 2006. He served on the ISKA board as 
event and education chairman for the past 6 years.  “ISKA 
has been a fantastic resource for us. It has provided great 
networking opportunities like seminars and meetings 
which has allowed us to share ideas and learn from others 
in the industry. I have made many lifelong friends through 
ISKA.” Dan loves family time with his wife, Emily and 
young twins, Patrick and Ellie.

Paul Smith,  
ISKA Social Media  
and News Chair  
Paul started Smith 
Sawmill Service in 1990 
with three employees 
and now has 120. The 

company joined ISKA in 2019. His son Michael worked 
with his dad as a youngster, and now works fulltime 
after a college education. “What ISKA represents is our 
livelihood. I’m excited to bring ISKA to our employees and 
the south region,” Paul said. He likes to relax with a cigar 
and whiskey. “My hobby is work, and I founded my best 
ideas on a bar napkin.” With a sharpening program across 
the south, the company helps track and repair saw blades, 
sells knives, grinding wheels, and more, and distributes 
sawmill equipment and cutting tools to meet their yield 
goals, and produce high quality lumber products in a-cost 
efficient manner.



Meet Our Board Members for 2021-2022 (cont’d)
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Jordan Chynoweth,  
VP / Events and 
Education

Jordan is Vice President 
and on the ownership 
team at Phillips Saw & 
Tool, Inc., (PSAWS), 
established in 1959 by 
Ted Phillips. Jordan and 
spouse Sally Chynoweth 
are 3rd generation owners 
along with Jeff and 
Kathy Chynoweth (2nd 

Generation). Jeff served on the board in the 1990’s as 
Secretary & Events Chair. Jordan served as Secretary for 
the last six years. PSAWS manufacturers, distributes and 
services carbide tipped circular saw blades and HSS Cold 
Saw Blades and operates a band saw blade weld center. 
Jordan is an onsite technical support expert providing cost 
efficiencies for the company and clients.

Jim Ziemer,  
Past Treasurer 

Jim is President, Diamond 
Saw Works, Inc., an ISKA 
member since 2002. Jim 
has worked at Diamond 
Saw Works for 16 years 
and has served on the 
ISKA Board since 2013. 
We are lucky to have this 
Buffalo Bills fan bring his 
talent and flare for fun and 
professionalism where he 

has enjoyed the networking. Jim has shared his knowledge 
among all the people committed to the industry, one in 
which he has fun while he works!

Judy Brenner,  
Past News Chair  
Judy owns 
Sh a r p e n e r s - Re p o r t .
com, and Creative Lakes 
Media, LLC, a media 
publishing company 
reporting on all things 
sharp and how they 
got that way via digital 
news, books and videos. 
She served on the ISKA 
Board for six years, 

producing the ISKA Cutting Times newsletter. Judy   is 
assisting ISKA in the interim. Her debut fiction novel 
will be released in Summer 2022. Follow this author at 
BrennerEditorial.com

Michael Lindsay,  
ISKA Secretary 
Michael is President at 
Eastside Saw & Sales 
located in Bellevue 
Washington, where he 
has worked for 23 years. 
The company has been 
an ISKA member since 
2001. “ISKA has been 
an important part of our 
growth and connections 
in the industry. My 

father has served on the board and was able to establish 
connections that are valuable to us today,” he said. Mike 
likes that ISKA brings business partners and great friends 
together where they discover new opportunities. “I 
am excited to begin my role as secretary of ISKA. I am 
looking forward to continued growth and appreciate the 
opportunity to join the team.”
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AWFS Fair Photo Gallery

L to R: Theo Trefz and Steve Hartshorn, ready to greet folks 
from their new booth, and explain the company’s saw body 
manufacturing capabilities.

L to R: Dave Rakauskas, Clayton Burdick, Jeff Goltz and Rudy 
Stalder, part of the Colonial Saw team all smiles, pleased to be 
visiting customers in person.

Smith Sawmill Service’s GM Dustin and VP Michael connect with 
Rob of Equipment Ltd.

Great show for our Akemat U4CNC and our NU5A Spiral grinder. 
Thanks to all who visited Equipment Ltd. See you in Atlanta.
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AWFS Fair Photo Gallery

Riley Kufta and Matt Williams with Williams & White, showcasing 
their line of grinding, brazing and sharpening machinery.

L to R:  Kyle Chapman, Bernd Motzer, Kasie Fox & James Britt. 
TIGRA USA showcased its carbide, TIGRAlloy, PCD and HSS 
products made in Germany.

Carl Henry and Chuck Hicks ready to show SETool’s vast router 
bit options.

Members take a moment to chill during a very hot year.

Thank you to Peerless Saw Company, Southeast Tool and 
Equipment Ltd. for sponsoring the ISKA Reception!



Karin Deutschler  / Victoria Griffioen
Guhdo Industrial Tooling
1135 JVL Court
Marietta GA 30066

Tel: 800-544-8436 / 770-592-4766
Fax: 770-592-1714
Email: sales@gdptooling.com   
Website: gdptooling.com

Phil & Sheri Mason
S&P Saws
60119 Coutr Rd 1
Elkhart, IN 46517

Tel: 574-596-1456
Email: cncpmason@yahoo.com

Charlie Dee
TK Solutions, LLC
3195 Dayton-Xania Rd, Ste 900
Beavercreek, OH 45434

Tel: 224-243-3048
Email:  
solutions@theimportauthority.com

ROSTER UPDATE CORNER | NEW MEMBERS

International Saw & Knife Association
C/O PAUL SMITH
SMTH SAWMILL SERVICE
P O BOX 510
GARRISON, TX 75946
Do you have an ISKA Tech Tip  
or news to share?   
Contact paul@smithsawmillservice.com  
or Info@iska.org

Saw Hammering Seminar

Learn the basics of saw blade hammering at this seminar 
on Thu, Oct 14, 2021, 7:00 AM – Fri, Oct 15, 2021, 
3:00 PM ET Our job hosting the event is to provide a 
safe environment for both the attendees and employees of 
the hosting the event. At this time, we are requiring masks 
at the event  Lodging is available at  the Hampton Inn, 
700 West Waterloo St., Canal Winchester, Ohio  A link 
is available to book a room on the Ticket link below. This 
event is free to members. We are grateful the seminar is 
being hosted by Peerless Saw Co. located at 4353 Directors 
Blvd. Groveport, OH.
Please Register on EventBrite link: 
tinyurl.com/iskahammering2021

2022 Annual Meeting and Cruise Networking

Feb. 25, 2022, 8 a.m., ISKA will hold its Winter Board 
Meeting at the Embassy Suites Hotel, Airport location, 
Orlando, FL. Then, join the Board and members on a 
cruise following the Board meeting, Feb. 25 – 28. The 
Independence of the Seas, a Royal Caribbean Cruise, will 
take us from Port Canaveral, FL to Nassau, Bahamas and 
CocoCay, Bahamas before returning Sunday to the port 
in Florida. You can register or learn more about booking 
prices on our website, ISKA.org. A deposit of $250 in 
October will get you a spot! There is more information 
on the cruiseline website also: Group Registration: 
jpollin.cruiseonegroups.com/#/groups/10313127

EVENTS


